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Thank you very much. We’re adjourned.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:18 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his

remarks, he referred to Ed Bersoff, president and
chief executive officer, BTG, Inc. S. 244, approved
May 22, was assigned Public Law No. 104–13.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Trade With Romania
May 19, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby transmit a report concerning emigra-

tion laws and policies of the Republic of Roma-
nia as required by subsections 402(b) and 409(b)
of Title IV of the Trade Act of 1974, as amend-
ed (‘‘the Act’’). I have determined that Romania
is in full compliance with the criteria in sub-
sections 402(a) and 409(a) of the Act. As re-
quired by Title IV, I will provide the Congress

with periodic reports regarding Romania’s com-
pliance with these emigration standards.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 19, 1995.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 23. The related
memorandum is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

The President’s News Conference
May 23, 1995

The President. Good afternoon. I want to
speak with you today about legislation that Con-
gress is considering which would place new re-
strictions on how America conducts its foreign
policy and slash our budget in foreign affairs.
I believe these bills threaten our ability to pre-
serve America’s global leadership and to safe-
guard the security and prosperity of the Amer-
ican people in the post-cold-war world. The
world is still full of dangers but more full of
opportunities, and the United States must be
able to act aggressively to combat foreign threats
and to make commitments and then to keep
those commitments. These bills would deprive
us of both those capabilities.

Supporters of the bills call them necessary
cost-cutting measures. But in reality, they are
the most isolationist proposals to come before
the United States Congress in the last 50 years.
They are the product of those who argue pas-
sionately that America must be strong and then
turn around and refuse to pay the price of that

strength or to give the Presidency the means
to assert that strength.

The price of conducting our foreign policy
is, after all, not very high. Today, it’s slightly
more than one percent of the budget. Let me
say that again: slightly more than one percent
of the budget. That’s about one-fifteenth of what
Americans think it is, according to the most
recent surveys. And it’s only one-fifth of what
Americans believe would be about the right
amount to spend.

In other words, we don’t spend 15 percent
of the budget on foreign policy, or even 5 per-
cent, but just a little over one percent. And
that one percent, which includes our contribu-
tions to the multilateral development banks,
helps to dismantle nuclear weapons, saves lives
by preventing famines, immunizing children, and
combating terrorists and drug-traffickers. Bills
in both the House and the Senate place new
restrictions on our ability to meet these dangers
as well as to take advantage of all the opportuni-
ties that are out there for the United States.
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